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Political
science has mirrored the political culture even as it has explained it. Nowhere is the power of the culture's influence on what and how the discipline knows more evident than in the gender poli tics of political science. By "gender politics of political science," we mean the processes through which the discipline has itself been shaped by prevailing beliefs about the intersection of biological sex, socially con structed gender, and political life. At critical times, the gendering of political science has left it unprepared to explain notable changes in political life.
Dating back to the classical texts of Western political philosophy, those who have written about politics have assumed a fundamental division between public and private life. Political science has located its most central concepts, particularly power and the state, in the public, and like society generally, has aligned what it means to be a man or woman with public and private. Men have been viewed as public, and thus political, actors; women generally have not. Given these assumptions and the fact that most of its practitioners have been male, it is not surprising that the discipline itself would be gen dered. As a result, political scientists would be unlikely to see questions of gender until the numbers of women in the discipline increased and events external to the discipline caused a reexamination of the assumption that women are not political.1 Appreciating changes in the gender politics of political science is necessary to a comprehensive understanding of the discipline's evo lution over its first century. The position of women in the profession is an important part of that evolution, but our view of the gender politics of the discipline is broader, requiring an analysis of political science as a gendered institution, albeit one that over the years 
